FRIDAY LETTER
FEBRUARY 6, 2015
ADMINISTRATION
City Recorder
At the February 10th City Council meeting, the Council will review the City’s sign to be
displayed at the Rogue Valley International Airport. Deliberations will follow regarding
Ordinance No. 2015-01 which concerns the issuance of Water Revenue Bonds and amends
Ordinance No. 2014-02 for a new total of not to exceed $2,823,000. Additional items include a
consulting contract for RVTV for the City’s Public Education and Government Television
Channel, and a contract with Covey Pardee Landscape Architects for a conceptual plan for the
Upper Rogue Tennis Court Project.
Upcoming Meetings in February:
City Council – February 10 – 7:00 p.m. – City Hall
Parks and Recreation Commission – February 23 – 7:00 p.m. – City Hall
City Council – February 24 – 7:00 p.m. – City Hall
PUBLIC NOTICE OF VACANCIES: The City of Eagle Point is currently accepting
applications for persons interested in serving on the Economic Development Commission, Parks
and Recreation Commission, or Planning Commission. Applications may be obtained online at
www.cityofeaglepoint.org or picked up at Eagle Point City Hall, 17 Buchanan Avenue South,
Eagle Point, Oregon.
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FINANCE
A few of the tasks currently in progress:
 Look ahead to the projects for future years for budgeting and projection purposes (in
progress)
 Financial review of projects budgeted in current year (in progress)
 Comprehensive mid-year financial analysis
 Preparation for mid-year audit visit
 Budget preparation and staff level budget meetings
 Website review and revisions
 Renovation of front lobby
 USDA loan for water projects
Website redesign
Staff has started working with each of the departments to make some major updates to the city
website. We are reviewing our current website materials to see where improvements can be
made. One goal is to have more information instantly accessible from the home page with the
use of buttons or links.
Front Office Renovation
On Monday, construction starts in the front lobby area. It is estimated to take 3 weeks. The
renovation will provide some much needed safety and security for our front office staff. It has
become increasingly important to implement some features such as a full size door and some
floor to ceiling walls to provide extra security for staff. There are more and more stories of crazy
people causing serious safety concerns in the news every day. Unfortunately our staff has quite a
few examples of situations that have happened in our own front lobby that caused safety and
security concerns for our staff. However, even with the full size walls and doors, you should see
a big improvement in the look of the lobby.
During the construction period the front office staff will be working out of one of the offices and
will have a temporary walk up window to help customers. If customers need assistance that takes
longer than a few minutes we can bring the customer into the conference room for further
assistance. This will be a good temporary solution until the construction is completed.
Water Projects
We are nearing completion of the necessary tasks to complete the lending package with USDA.
We should get a letter of conditions within the next couple of weeks. Once we have that we will
be able to lock in an interest rate.

2

POLICE
The City of Eagle Point would like to direct your attention to the Jackson County Citizen Alert
Program. In case of any type of emergency within Eagle Point or within Jackson County, you
can be notified through voice or text messaging. For more information go to:
https://member.everbridge.net/index/1332612387832182#/login.

PARKS AND RECREATION
Parks
Park Maintenance continued with leaf removal and storm cleanup at all parks and clean up at
Centennial Plaza.
Parks and Recreation Commission
Beginning in February 2015, the Parks and Recreation Commission meetings have changed to
the 4th Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. as needed. The next meeting of the commission will
be held February 23, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in City Council Chambers. Agenda and packet
information is distributed to commissioners and available on the City website the Friday prior to
the meeting. Check the Parks and Recreation Commission page of the city website for up to
date meeting packets, agendas, minutes, and to find out the new and exciting things in the works
for Eagle Point.

PUBLIC WORKS
Public Works participated in a four hour Flagger Certification Course. Thank you to the City of
Jacksonville for hosting. Members of the crew assisted the front office in preparations for the
front office remodel. Eagle Point hosted this month’s Public Works Director’s meeting.
Eagle Point encountered a few storms, including the ‘atmospheric river’ the weekend of
February 7, 2015. Overall the City’s storm system was well prepared, with one inlet and one
storm pipe that backed up with the rains and debris. Little Butte Creek rose to the level of the
asphalt path on Friday evening, with a reading on the Little Butte Creek storm gauge of 9.10.
The stream gage is a valuable way to track the level of the creek online. For additional
information or to becom a storm watcher for creeks and drainage systems, please contact Robert
Miller, Public Works Director at 541 826-4212 ext 105, or by email at
robertmiller@cityofeaglepoint.org.
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Construction Projects
A new inlet was placed at Rodale Drive, and is functioning well. Water would bypass the
original grate, which is now functioning as a junction box for the system.

Lucas Park - Lucas Park parking lot lights were completed. Pacific Power is set to hook up
power to complete the lights and sitework portion of the contract. Mountain View Landscape
completed installing the irrigation, valves, and wiring for the landscape and future connections
to the lawn irrigation. Plantings continued.
RVSS – Tracy Sewer Project. The contractor completed installation of the sewer for the
project. Rain has delayed completion of the paving on Tracy and De Anjou. The response from
the community has been very positive on the finished improvements. For more information on
the Tracy Sewer Project, please contact Rogue Valley Sewer Services at (541) 664-6300.
Water System
Public Works continued repairing water leaks, and locates for residential and construction
projects. Water samples were taken for the month of February.
Staff continues coordination with USDA on approval of funding. Staff continues to meet with
several engineering firms, in anticipation of the upcoming publication of the Request for
Qualifications for the engineering services (design and construction administration) of the USDA
project.
Streets
Streetsweeping was completed by Public Works. Public Works continued additional cleanup of
the Highway 62 planter area.
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The new lighting system at the Covered Bridge is performing well. Two interior lights were
replaced with three LED lights, in addition to the exterior lights added for aesthetics.

Capital Projects
Main Street Lighting Phase II
Draft plans were revised and continue to be developed for the Main Street Lighting Phase II
project.
South Shasta Path and Widening
Three options have been developed by RH2 for the South Shasta path from Alta Vista to Nita
Way. Options are being evaluated and will be presented to the City Council at an upcoming
meeting. Staff continued coordination with Army Corps of Engineers on the culvert replacement
part of the project.
Development
Public Works continued coordination for all future phases of Sienna Hills subdivision.
Coordination and plan review also continued for the expansion at the Eagle Point National
Cemetery adjacent to the City’ 4.0 MG tank site.
Options for the Little Butte Park entrance were investigated as part of potential development near
Onyx Street and N. Shasta.
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DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
Building and Development
February 1-5, 2015 we received 4 new permit applications, issued 6 permits, and worked on
more than 100 previously issued permits. Permits currently in review include 4 single family
dwelling permits, as well as a number of mechanical permits, plumbing permits, and electrical
permits.
Permits that are ready to be issued include another 3 single family dwelling permits, and quite a
few mechanical, plumbing, electrical, and other miscellaneous permits. We have been busy with
permit inquiries and processing, property inquiries, and other customer service. In addition, we
have been very busy preparing for the City Hall front office remodel.
Below are photographs of current construction projects in Eagle Point, taken by our Building
Official Dale Bohannan during his weekly inspections.

Above: This photograph shows an example of proper installation of a zero clearance gas
fireplace. This home is currently under construction in the Eagle Point Golf Community.
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Above: This photograph shows an example of framing of a second story loft. This home is
currently under construction in the Eagle Point Golf Community.

January 2015 Issued Permits
Mechanical
21%
Electrical
29%
Plumbing
29%
7%
7%

7%

Non-Residential
Alteration/Remodel
Sign
Tenant Improvement
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End of month reports for January 2015 have been completed and sent to other jurisdictions and
agencies. January 2015 totals included 14 permits issued, 31 applications received, and a total of
$1,257.67 in fees received. Typically we see lower permit issuance during the winter months, as
the weather usually slows down construction activity.
Issued permits included:
 4 Mechanical Permits
 3 Electrical Permits
 4 Plumbing Permits
 1 Non-Residential Alteration/Remodel Permit
 1 Tenant Improvement Permit
 1 Sign Permit

Planning Department
Planning Commission
The Planning Commission will not hold a meeting in February or March. The next commission
meeting date will be announced by staff. For up to date meeting packets, agendas and minutes,
check the Planning Commission page of the city website.
City Promotion at Rogue Valley Int’l Airport
At the City Council’s January 27th meeting, the
City Administrator was authorized to contract with
the Rogue Valley International Airport to promote
the City on a sign within the airport terminal. The
sign design is being developed now with a local
advertising company. The Economic Development
Commission and public in attendance had a chance
to weigh in on the draft design at the Commission’s
February 2nd meeting. The image at right is the
current iteration, and more opportunity for anyone
to provide comments will be provided at the
February 10th City Council meeting.
Southern Oregon Business Update
Near the beginning of each year Southern Oregon
Regional Economic Development Inc. (SOREDI),
our local non-profit business development and
support agency, hosts the Southern Oregon
Business Conference. This year's conference
focused on the importance of the high-tech sector
to the region and highlighted the economic
research of Keynote Speaker Minoli Ratnatuga,
Lead Economist, Best Performing Cities Report
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for the Milken Institute. Also on hand were three local high-tech leaders: Coding Zeal,
Carestream, and Link Technologies.
Take-aways from this year’s speakers include:
1) The Rogue Valley is experiencing growth in its labor pool, but here are the main things that
need to be improved:
• Better investment in public education (K-12 and community college).
• More and better education for a higher-skilled labor force. As a work-around, some of the
most successful companies here are finding the brightest people with no experience and
training them in-house. For technical jobs, this is a 2+ year investment. Then those
employees who succeed are paid top dollar to stay put.
• Continue making land and buildings available.
• Keep focusing on quality of life issues. Promoters continue to push the “Business/Quality of
Life Balance” angle for attracting new businesses.
• Provide more quality, affordable housing (“workforce” housing).
• Provide affordable day care.
• Wage inequalities need to be dealt with at the federal level.
2) The Rogue Valley Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) has a large high-tech sector relative to
other similar sized MSA’s nationwide. It’s not visually apparent; no HP or Microsoft campus,
no defined center like a Silicon Valley, no research university, etc. Instead, it’s mostly smaller
companies sprinkled across the area, many in locations and/or buildings that don’t give passersby
the hint that they’re there (Ex. Linx Technologies in Cave Junction).
3) SOREDI’s “Southern Oregon Edge” marketing campaign now showcases 20 top-performing
companies here. They expect to have 60 on their Company Profiles page later this year. Take a
look at http://www.southernoregonedge.com/business-portfolios/
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Another Successful 2nd Saturday Event

The annual Eagle Point Economic
Forum is the City’s “2nd Saturday”
event held every January. This year’s
2nd Saturday events are as follows:
January 10th, 2015
Eagle Point Economic Forum
February 14th, 2015
Available for your organization!
March 14th, 2015
Available for your organization!
April 11th, 2015
Available for your organization!
May 9th, 2015
Vintage Faire
June 13th, 2015
Cycle Eagle Point/Summer BBQ
July 11th, 2015
Available for your organization!
August 8th, 2015
Street Dance
September 12th, 2015
Community Day of Service
October 10th, 2015
Available for your organization!
November 14th, 2015
Gobble Till You Wobble
December 12th, 2015
Available for your organization!
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Expected Growth in the Sienna Hills Area
The City is
reviewing plans
for further
phased
development
within the
Sienna Hills
Subdivision on
the northwest
side of town.
Photo below is
from Crystal
Drive looking
northwest
across the
property.

Zoning Map

Aerial Photo

12

