FRIDAY LETTER
AUGUST 21, 2020
ADMINISTRATION – AARON PRUNTY, CITY ADMINISTRATOR
I met with a local developer to discuss possible impediments to downtown development, and
specifically discuss the old fire station property. The city has put out a request for proposal more
than once and I wanted to see if this developer could offer some perspective on the lack of
response. It was a very good conversation, enlightening. I’m sure there will be more to come.
One of the council goals, under public safety, is to provide the council with National Incident
Management Systems (NIMS) training. FEMA provides that training online, which your
management team is completing. In order to meet that goal, the council can find the online
training here: https://training.fema.gov/nims/. The recommended course(s) would be IS-700 at a
minimum, and IS-100 and IS-200 to expand that knowledge. If you complete the training, please
provide a copy of your certificate(s) to me so that we can keep them here at city hall. City
council has a very important role in emergency management and it would be beneficial overall,
and essential during an emergency, that the council is familiar with ICS/NIMS.
City Recorder, Cindy Hughes, CMC
The August 21st City Council meeting is being held via teleconference as a precaution against the
spread of COVID-19. The following items will be presented for deliberation or discussion:
 Discussion regarding extending Resolution No. 2020-15, a Resolution that extended the
authority granted in Resolution Nos. 2020-07, 2020-08, 2020-09, 2020-10, regarding
temporary closure of City Hall, cancelling or postponing nonessential public meetings,
staying enforcement of default utility bills and waiving fees for online payments, and
authorizing paying the City’s bills.
 Resolution No. 2020-35. A Resolution authorizing a City of Eagle Point
Personal/Professional Services Contract for the 2020 MicroCoat Project with the Sierra
Santa Fe Corporation.
 Resolution No. 2020-36. A Resolution authorizing a City of Eagle Point Personal/
Professional Services Contract with MC Carlton Contracting for Rogue Valley Sewer
Services (RVSS) Sewer Project within the City: Replacement of Water Services on
N. Shasta Avenue and Onyx Street, and Paving.
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Resolution No. 2020-37. A Resolution authorizing submittal of grant applications for the
Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) 2020 Safe Routes to School Competitive
Construction Grant Program.
Discussion regarding the Royal Avenue Grant for Engineering and Right of Way
Administration.
Discussion regarding implementation of Council training.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
City Council – August 25th – 6:00 p.m. – Teleconference from City Hall - Public Access by
texting CALL ME to receive a call back to join the meeting or dialing (617) 691-8419. Do not
dial “1” first unless calling from a landline.
City Council – September 8th – 6:00 p.m. – Teleconference from City Hall - Public Access by
texting CALL ME to receive a call back to join the meeting or dialing (617) 691-8419. Do not
dial “1” first unless calling from a landline.
Community Development Commission – Next meeting date to be announced – 5:00 p.m. – City
Hall or via Teleconference.
Planning Commission – Next meeting date to be announced – 6:00 p.m. – City Hall or via
Teleconference.
FINANCE – MELISSA OWENS, FINANCE DIRECTOR
Budget and Projections
The 2020/2021 budget has been implemented. Several projects (mostly streets) are already
underway or have already been completed as part of the new budget. However, there are several
purchases from various parts of the budget that will be postponed until later in the year. This will
give a chance to monitor revenue as there are still uncertainties related to the pandemic and what
effect it will have on various revenues such as Gas Taxes, Lodging Taxes, Interest Income, and
Reimbursements from the School District for the School Resource Officer.
Staff will update the 10 year projections once we have the 2019/2020 fiscal year closed
completely. We will monitor the projections closely as we proceed through these uncertain
times.
Audits
 Auditors were onsite for the annual audit August 10th – 12th. The field work was
completed. During the field work portion of the audit many sample documents are
requested by the auditors. The samples are reviewed to ensure that policies and
procedures are being followed. The audit is nearly complete.
 Once the audit is completed staff will complete the Comprehensive Annual Financial
Report (CAFR). The audit firm will review the CAFR for final publication.
 Staff is working on the annual Local Road and Street Finance Survey for 2019/2020
fiscal year. This survey looks at all Street Fund Revenue including State Gas Tax, City
Transportation Utility Fees, City Transportation SDCs and all miscellaneous revenue
included in the Street Funds. The Survey is to ensure that all revenues are used for
qualified expenses such as transportation safety, street maintenance, street lighting and
street construction. This is a report required by the State and is required because we
receive State Gas Tax.
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HR
A new job description for the position of Public Works Operations Supervisor was approved at
the June 23, 2020 City Council meeting. A new recruitment using the new job description has
begun. It is being advertised with several of the professional organizations such as American
Public Works Association, Oregon Public Works Association along with many others. The first
review date was planned for July 31, 2020. Applications have been prepared for review by
appropriate staff. 22 applications had been received by July 31, 2020.
Risk Management
Much time is still being spent on this topic. The COVID-19 pandemic has made everyone think
about risk management (exposures and illnesses). This is true when thinking about employees,
customers, citizens, and families. Recommendations and orders from the Governor continue to
change rapidly. We have taken quite a few measures to limit the risks related to COVID-19.
Recent requirement include wearing masks while inside buildings. We have implemented the
mandate that all staff and visitors to City Hall wear masks. Staff can remove their masks while at
their desks providing they are 6’ away from others. If another employee approaches their desk
(within 6’) staff must put their mask on during that time. More recent requirements include
wearing masks outside while distancing can’t be maintained.
Jackson County has entered phase 2 of the reopening process. That hasn’t been a big change for
City staff and City buildings. The biggest requirement is still maintaining 6 foot social
distancing. It is difficult to ensure that we do that while in City Hall as many of us use the same
equipment such as printers and copiers. We continue to have staff alternating working from
home while trying to ensure that all required tasks are still being completed.
Jackson County has been in phase 2 of the reopening process. However, effective August 20,
2020, Jackson County has been placed on the state watch list. This means that Jackson County
may need to roll back to phase 1 of the reopening process.
As we watch regulations change rapidly, schools have been trying to react as well. This has been
in the forefront of the minds of some staff members who have children in school or childcare.
Local schools have determined that the school year will start with distance learning. This does
cause issues for some staff who have young children.
City Hall remains closed at this time. Once we can ensure that all employees and all customers
can maintain appropriate distancing we can consider reopening City Hall. We have continued to
be available via phone, email, fax, and other electronic means. We have also been available to
receive plans and other documents from developers.
We believe that it is important for us to be here for our citizens but there is a need to balance that
with the health and welfare of the citizens as well as the staff and their families.
Here are a few statistics for July 31, 2020
 Business Licenses
 388 licenses issued
 157 inside city limits
 231 outside city limits

3



Municipal Court
o 46 new citations were issued and cited to appear in Eagle Point Municipal Court.
o 20 paid their ticket online
o $2,033 received from collection agencies



Utility Billing
o 3,628 utility accounts were billed
o 48 residents changed addresses (People moved in or out)
o 0 late notices were mailed
o 0 door tags were hung for addresses that were in danger of being disconnected for
nonpayment
o 0 new water meters were shut off for nonpayment. Most of these were turned back on
with payment
o There are currently 13 meters that are shut off for nonpayment. These meters have
been locked off for more than one month
o 45 Lien Searches. Lien searches are conducted by a title company when there is the
sale or refinance of a property.



Electronic and Online billing and payment options
o 1340 Customers received their utility bills by email
o 738 Customers paid their utility bill by automatic bank draft
o 878 Customers paid their utility account online



Building Permits (Single Family Residential – Full Home Permits)
o 7 Single Family Residential permits were issued
o 7 Single Family Residential permits issued year to date (Budgeted for 50)
o 60 Single Family Residential permits issued last fiscal year

POLICE – DARIN MAY, POLICE CHIEF
Eagle Point Police Department
Around the Department
-Corporal Anselmi attended the second half of Supervisory Leadership Academy put on by the
Center for Policing Excellence.
-Our department held range training. Special thanks to our range master, Sr. Officer Hoschler
for planning hands-on training and scenarios to help officers utilize best skills and practices.
-We continually receive updated training on new case law to make sure we are following best
policing practices for our community.
Crime Prevention - Security Camera Registration Program
The Eagle Point Police Department is excited to announce that
we now have a security camera registration program for our
community in partnership with Emergency Communications
of Southern Oregon (ECSO), our dispatch center. The
registration process is very simple and free for any resident
who has a security system at their home or business that they
would like included in our secure, confidential database. This
database is an asset to our department as it will help facilitate timely investigations and is a part
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of our community crime prevention efforts. It will allow us to quickly contact you to request you
review your security footage if an incident occurs in your neighborhood. To register click on
https://arcg.is/KLynH, or copy and paste into your browser. For assistance with registration or
for questions, please contact 541-538-5139 or saramiller@cityofeaglepoint.org.
Public Safety – Overdose Awareness
August 31st is Overdose Awareness Day and we would like to share some information to bring
public awareness to this epidemic. According to the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
‘World Drug Report 2019’, North America continues to experience the highest drug-related
mortality rate in the world, accounting for 1-in-4 drug related deaths globally. Additionally,
opioids account for the majority of drug-related deaths and in most cases such deaths are
avoidable.
What is an Overdose? An overdose means having more of a drug (or combination of drugs) than
your body can cope with. There are a number of signs and symptoms that show someone has
overdosed, and these differ with the type of drug used. All drugs can cause an overdose,
including prescription medication prescribed by a doctor. It is important to know the right
amount and the right time to take your medication. It is also vital to know what drugs should not
be mixed, and to seek help if you feel you are not in control of your drug use.
Depressants and Opioids: A depressant is a drug that slows the vital activities of the body
including breathing and the heart rate. Depressants may also be known as sedatives. Opioids
(such as heroin and pharmaceutical opioids like Endone), benzodiazepines (such as Xanax or
Valium), barbiturates and alcohol all slow the central nervous system to produce a calming
effect. These substances are prescribed to relieve pain, help you sleep, or in the case of alcohol,
used recreationally. However, when taken in excessive amounts or in combination, they can
depress normal functions such as breathing and heart rate until breathing and the heart eventually
stop, resulting in death. Download the Opioids Fact Sheet for more information. Download
the Depressants Fact Sheet for more information.
Alcohol: Generally people do not automatically think of alcohol when they think of overdose,
but alcohol is a depressant and it is possible to overdose on it. Acute alcohol poisoning, which is
usually a result of binge drinking, is an example. If you drink a large amount of alcohol quickly
the level of alcohol in your bloodstream (blood alcohol concentration, or BAC) can become
dangerously high. This can stop your body from working properly. In extreme cases, alcohol
poisoning could stop you breathing, stop your heart or cause you to choke on your own vomit.
Download the Alcohol Fact Sheet for more information.
Stimulants
It is possible to overdose on amphetamines such as speed and ice. Amphetamine overdose
increases the risk of heart attack, stroke, seizure or drug-induced psychotic episodes. Download
the Stimulants Fact Sheet for more information.
Permanent Brain Damage and Overdose
All drug misuse can lead to brain injury. Hypoxic brain injury, which is caused by a lack of
oxygen to the brain, is an under-reported consequence of overdose. This can lead to coma,
seizures and death. The long-term consequences of hypoxia depend on how long the brain is
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without an adequate supply of oxygen. The longer a person is not breathing, the more damage is
being done to their brain. A brain injury can result in mild to severe impairment of:
 Movement, balance and co-ordination.
 Senses such as hearing or vision.
 Spoken and written communication.
 Thinking, concentration and memory.
 In severe cases, brain injuries from overdoses can leave people in a vegetative state.
Tolerance and Half-life
If someone uses a drug regularly they develop a tolerance to it. This means they need to use
more of the drug to get the same effect. Just as a person can develop tolerance, they may also
lose it if they haven’t used a drug for a while. When people take their usual amount of drugs after
a break from using, it could be too much for their body to cope with and this may lead to an
overdose. This is why periods of abstinence from drug use, such as after release from prison and
after a period of detoxification and/or rehabilitation, are risk-factors for overdose.
“Half-life” refers to the time it takes for a drug to drop to half the strength of its original dose.
Some drugs, such as some benzodiazepines, have a long half-life. A person who has taken drugs
may still have enough in their system the next day to overdose if they use more. The half-life of
Diazepam (Valium) is about 24 hours, so if you took 20 milligrams yesterday you would still
have approximately 10 milligrams of Diazepam in your system today. If you were then to use an
opioid like morphine or heroin, you would have an increased risk of overdose as you would be
using the opioid in addition to 10 milligrams of Diazepam.
First Aid for Drug Overdose
A range of signs and symptoms can occur when a person overdoses, and everyone responds
differently. Signs and symptoms depend on a variety of factors including which drug is taken,
the amount taken and the person’s state of health at the time. If you can’t get a response from
someone, do not assume they are asleep. Sometimes it can take hours for someone who has
overdosed to die. An overdose is a medical emergency that requires immediate medical
attention. Always call an ambulance if you suspect someone has overdosed.
When to Call an Ambulance
People are often reluctant to call an ambulance for fear of police involvement or concern about
the cost of a call-out. However, you should always call an ambulance if you suspect someone is
at risk of overdose. Seeking emergency help isn’t just for when someone is unconscious. You
should also seek emergency help when someone is:
 Having a seizure.
 Experiencing severe headache.
 Experiencing chest pain.
 Experiencing breathing difficulties.
 Extremely paranoid, agitated and/or confused.
It is not necessary for someone to have all of these signs or symptoms for them to be overdosing.
Exhibiting one or two could still mean they are in trouble and need emergency help. It is also
important not to ignore snoring or gurgling. Snoring and gurgling can indicate that a person is
having trouble breathing. With substance use, especially substances that slow down the systems
of the body (eg: benzodiazepines, opioids, GHB), snoring may indicate a serious and potentially
life-threatening obstruction of the airway. In the context of substance use, snoring is not
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something that should be seen as “normal”. Don’t let someone “sleep it off” if they are snoring;
this may be a sign of significant and life-threatening emergency. You should attempt to wake
them immediately. If they do wake up, then the snoring (airway obstruction) will resolve. If they
do not wake up, call emergency services and ask for an ambulance. Follow the instructions from
the operator (you will probably be asked to roll the snoring person onto their side and open their
mouth to maximize air flow).
Naloxone (also known as Narcan®) is the drug used by emergency services to revive people who
have had an opioid overdose. Naloxone can cause withdrawal symptoms and a powerful urge to
take more of the drug that led to the overdose. Anyone who has been revived using naloxone
should understand the risks involved in taking more drugs afterwards. Taking more drugs after
being administered naloxone can result in a second overdose. This is because the half-life of
naloxone (60-90 minutes) is considerably less than heroin and morphine. Drugs like methadone
and sustained-release opioids such as oxycodone (brand name OxyContin) release doses of the
drug slowly over 12 hours or more. So, the effect of naloxone will wear off long before those
drugs have left a person’s system. Our department has been trained in the proper use of Narcan
and all on-duty personnel carry it at all times. For more information on overdose awareness visit
https://www.overdoseday.com/links/ .
Community Outreach – Scam of the Week
Our friends at Tekmanagement have let us know that there is a new
“Service Desk” scam going around. This new phishing attack is using a
number of tactics to trick unsuspecting users into handing over their
login credentials. The email claims you have unread emails due to your
cloud storage being full. It then gives you options to resolve the issue.
Clicking on either link sends you to a phony login page for your service
provider. And any information on this page will be sent directly to the scammers. What makes
this scam so sneaky? First, the phony log-in page not only looks official, but also functions like
a real login page. Only passwords that meet real requirements are accepted. If an acceptable
password is entered, you are redirected to the actual website of the service provider you just
provided credentials for. Second, the email is sent from a no-reply address using the domain
“servicedesk.com”. Most of us are used to seeing emails from support desks, which makes this
sender feel legitimate. Third, the email itself by passes security filters that you may have in
place by using a combination of factors that makes your email security filters think the link is
secure.
Don’t be fooled! Remember these tips: Phishing emails are often designed to create a sense of
urgency. In this case, the idea that you’re missing important emails. Think before you click, the
bad guys rely on impulsive clicks. Email security filters can only do so much to protect your
sensitive information. Stay alert and help create a human firewall for your organization. When an
email asks you to log in to an account or online service, log in to your account through your
browser and not by clicking the link in the email. That way, you can ensure you’re logging into
the real website and not a phony look-a-like.
Code Enforcement
During August we typically see an increase in outdoor marijuana grow complaints as plants
become large enough to be detected by sight and odor by neighbors, and this year is no different.
We have been busy providing education on permitted grows, coordinating abatements and
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performing follow-up inspections. The guidelines of the ordinance provide that medical and
recreational marijuana may only be grown inside an enclosed permanent building (built to
standards outlined in the ordinance), and not be accessible, visible, or odorous to other persons or
property, or otherwise illegal under state law.
Now that the region is in extreme fire danger, our code enforcement officer is working closely
with Fire District #3 personnel to ensure property abatements are done in a fire safe manner.
While ODF forest lands have many prohibitions during extreme fire risk, inside city limits we
have a little more flexibility as we are regulated by Fire District #3. Our code enforcement
officer has spent several years building a great working partnership with our deputy fire marshal
to promote public safety in the community during times of high and extreme fire risk. Our code
enforcement officer looks at each property on a case-by-case basis and weighs the benefit of
abatement against the risk, and attaches safety recommendations for best practices that have been
developed through our partnership with Fire District #3. We also work closely with city
maintenance crews providing recommendations and best practices for fire safe equipment use
and property maintenance/abatement. The goal of our excessive vegetation abatement program
is to keep our rural community safe from fire danger.
In addition we have also been busy with parking complaints, animal problems, junk
accumulations, public safety hazards, chronic nuisance properties, and misc. code complaints. In
addition, we have been handling calls from citizens with questions regarding codes and
ordinances, and assisting community members with other matters which did not necessitate the
creation of a “case”.
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DEVELOPMENT SERVICES – MIKE UPSTON, PLANNING DIRECTOR
DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY OVERVIEW

This map provides an overview of
land development in the City,
with updates on the most active
projects in the pages that follow.
Home building continues at a
steady pace, with construction still occurring in the North Barton Subdivision, Sienna Hills
Phase 6b, a home at the Souza Partition property on Onyx Street, and various lots within the
Eagle Point Golf Community, as well as upcoming construction at Mt Pitt Subdivision on the
south side of Alta Vista Drive, and on two of the last remaining lots across the street in the
Poppy Village neighborhood. For commercial development, the physical therapy building
downtown has completed its exterior paint, funded by a façade improvement grant, and will be
making grant-funded improvements to the exterior grounds in the Fall. The dental building on
Main Street has slowly begun its partially grant-funded exterior renovation consisting of a new
roof, fascia and paint. The State Bank building at the corner of Main Street & Platt Avenue
continues its long wait for awnings, delayed due to a Covid-19 related plant shut-down. The
Pariani Business Center at Loto Street & Platt Avenue continues making progress on completing
the interior work, and phased expansion at Storage Emporium on Hannon Road continues.
We’ve also just completed a PreApplication Review for future commercial development at the
SE corner of Crystal Dr and Hwy 62. The proposal is for a fueling facility, convenience store
and car wash.
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Our long range work includes Census wrap up, which is scheduled to end in September. We also
continue tracking housing and population growth, participating with the RVMPO, and
coordinating with our regional partners on land use, housing, transportation, and economic
development initiatives in the valley. We also continue to interface with state and federal
agencies on a variety of land use matters, along with our on-going interaction with other city
departments, staff support to the City Council
and Commissions, and fielding public inquiries
on land use regulations, property development,
and a variety of community issues.
CURRENT LAND DEVELOPMENT
North Barton Road Subdivision

Home Building Continues
Home construction continues. When finished,
there will be 30 detached homes and 25 attached
homes on this 11 acre project area, with the
associated detention basin/pond. Phase 1 on the
south side of the project area is in progress and
Phase 2 on the north side is upcoming.
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East Barton Subdivision

Awaiting Site Mobilization
This 5 acre project site will be a continuation of the
same pattern and style of residential development as
the earlier-approved North Barton Road Subdivision
to its immediate west, and has a street layout and
home type intended to merge gracefully with the
existing streets and homes in the Shelter View
Meadows neighborhood to the immediate east along
Nottingham Terrace and Sheffield Drive.
With engineering approved, we’re now anticipating
site mobilization soon for this eastward extension of
the North Barton Road Subdivision. As reported by
the City Engineer, recent involvement by the State
Department of Environmental Quality has created a
pause, which we don’t expect to take very long.
When constructed, this will add 22 single family
detached homes to this north side of Barton Road.
Sienna Hills Subdivision, Phase 6b

Home Construction Underway

So far, three of the thirteen homes to be constructed in
this small, final phase of the Sienna Hills Subdivision
are underway, and two more building permits have
been issued. The image at left is a snippet of the
subdivision plan showing the extension of Stonewater
Drive and the thirteen new tax lots. In the meantime,
we continue to wait for a City file copy of the final
subdivision plan which shows inclusion of the portion
of the Highway property purchased by the developer
and incorporated into the lot development.
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Mt Pitt Estates Subdivision

Infrastructure in Progress
Much of the underground infrastructure for the subdivision has been completed by the developer
and next steps will include submittal, approval and recording of the final subdivision plan, with
permitting for home construction on these ten lots expected by summer.
Note on the drawing on the next page how the Oak Point Drive dogleg to the left into this new
subdivision will be that street’s new endpoint when its temporary access to Alta Vista is
removed. The five homes at that street end will take access there via Echo Way to the south,
while the other five homes oriented to Hidden Valley Drive will come in and out that way.
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Souza Land Partition

3-Lot Subdivision
We just issued an approval on
Planning Application #20-06:SUB
(Souza Minor Partition) to create
three separate tax lots within the
existing 7.16 acre property shown
on the map at left. While this
review was taking place, a
waterline easement agreement was
also being drawn up and the
property owner began construction
of the first house which will be the
family’s personal residence.
The easement agreement allows
the City to access the property for
water mainline maintenance and
access to the new water line
eventually installed by the City.

Future Development - Eastside Hwy 62

Early Planning in Progress
Discussions continue with the property owner and
prospective businesses that might desire to settle on the
undeveloped land on the east side of Highway 62, south
of where Crystal Drive connects to it and nearly all the
way down to the existing Subway sandwich shop which
is shown on the bottom of the map at right.
We’ve just completed a PreApplication Review for the
proposed development of a fueling facility, convenience
store and car wash on the northernmost tax lot, shown
here with a star and zoomed in closer to the subject
property plan image on the next page.
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If they decide to proceed with the project,
their first step will be to submit a Planning
Application requesting a Zone Change from
the current Residential (R-2) zone to the
Heavy Commercial (C-2) zone, along with a
request for Site Plan & Landscape Approval.
The Planning Department’s review will
include verification that the project complies
with current land use policies and the zoningrelated development standards that are
applicable to commercial development.
The timeline for this type of Planning
Application is typically three or more
months, with the final decision by the City
Council upon receiving a recommendation
from the Planning Commission – both in
duly noticed public hearings.
LONG RANGE PLANNING
The 2020 Census deadline is
end of September. Counts
are used to direct federal
resources to states and local
jurisdictions (for roads,
hospitals, schools, etc.), and to determine proportional representation in
government. Residents continue to be encouraged in web newsflashes and the monthly
newsletter that accompanies their utility bill to respond to the survey. For folks who haven’t
responded yet, they can still do so at: 2020Census.gov. This site is available in 59 different
languages by clicking on the globe icon on the top right corner of the main page to open a dropdown menu of options.
Or responses can be by telephone, with instructions at:
https://2020census.gov/en/ways-to-respond/responding-by-phone.html
Rogue Valley Metropolitan Planning Organization (RVMPO)
The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) took action on the following at its August meeting:
1) Letter of Support for Safe Routes to Schools for the City of Medford:
The TAC forwarded a recommendation to the Policy Committee that they sign a letter of support
for Medford’s application for a Safe Routes to Schools grant from the State.
2) Letter of Approval of Performance Measures as Delineated by Dept of Transportation:
The TAC forwarded a recommendation to the Policy Committee that they sign a letter of
approval of the DOT’s Performance Measures. Summary Background: Since the passage of
MAP-21 and the FAST Act (Federal transportation funding bills), the State and MPOs have been
required to develop, monitor, and report performance measure targets. This cooperative process
has been ongoing for several years now.
Recently, the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) has required that the State provide evidence of support for the State’s efforts regarding
cooperation with MPOs. The state is requesting that if the RVMPO agrees with the process for
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the setting and monitoring of the agreed upon Performance Measure Targets, that it do so in
writing. Prior to this requirement, the assumption was that if no one objected then it was
presumed that everyone agreed. FHWA would like more positive proof and thus the request for
a letter of support from ODOT.
3) Rogue Valley Transportation District Public Transportation Agency Safety Plan.
The TAC discussed this item presented by RVTD. Summary Background: The FAST Act
requires that all transit agencies develop and implement a Public Transportation Safety Plan.
Although not required to be approved by an area’s MPO, the transit agencies are encouraged to
share the plan with their respective MPOs – in our case, the RVMPO.
Update on the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program
The Oregon Transportation Commission (OTC) is currently working through how to spend more
than $2.2 billion in the 2024-2027 Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP).
They are getting help from the Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT), which is
developing funding scenarios to help the OTC decide how to invest the money in the
transportation system. Options include: shifting money to provide more funds for bridge and
pavement preservation; safety improvements; non-highway programs that improve mobility by
modes other than cars; and/or highway improvements to reduce congestion.
At its August 13th meeting, the OTC was briefed about STIP funding and programs, including
the funding sources that go into the STIP and how they allocated limited resources in the last
STIP to meet their goals. The OTC also provided direction on their priorities for investment of
STIP resources across the categories of funding. As part of this process, they’ve developed a
new Strategic Action Plan that lays out three key priority areas - Equity, Modern Transportation
System and Sufficient and Reliable Funding, along with goals in each area. These priorities and
goals will help the OTC prioritize investments in the STIP.
At the September 17th OTC meeting, they’ll discuss the tradeoffs between different investments,
along with the advisory committee’s input and public survey results for developing the STIP.
New to this Topic? Here are a few of the basics…..
What is the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program?
Also referred to as the STIP, it’s ODOT’s capital improvement plan for state and federallyfunded projects. The OTC and ODOT develop the STIP in coordination with a wide range of
stakeholders and the public.
What is the timeframe and process for developing the next STIP?
The OTC began work on the next STIP, which will provide funds for 2021-2024, in July 2017.
ODOT expects to complete the STIP process this year, which includes three key steps.
1) Program allocation: The OTC will distribute funding among programs such as system
enhancements, preservation, safety, non-highway, and local roads.
2) Project selection: The OTC will review the considerations that guide project selection.
ODOT will use data in management systems and advisory committees to create preliminary
project lists, estimate costs and schedules, then narrow projects to a final recommended list to
include in the draft STIP.
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3) Public review & approval: The OTC will put the draft STIP out for a formal public comment
period. After taking public comment, they’ll adopt a revised STIP and forward it for review
and approval by the Federal Highway Administration and Federal Transit Administration.
What categories of funding does the STIP include and how are projects selected?
The OTC will allocate funding among the following major categories:
1) “Fix-It” programs fund projects that fix or preserve the state’s transportation system,
including bridges, pavement, culverts and others. ODOT uses data about the conditions of
assets to choose the highest priority projects. In recent STIPs, the OTC has allocated most
funding to Fix-It programs.
2) “Enhance” programs fund projects that enhance or expand the transportation system. Area
Commissions on Transportation (ACT’s) recommend high-priority investments from state
and local transportation plans in many of the Enhance programs.
3) “Safety” programs reduce deaths and injuries on Oregon’s roads. This includes the All Roads
Transportation Safety program, which selects projects through a data-driven process to
ensure resources have maximum impact on improving roadway safety statewide.
4) “Non-Highway” programs fund bicycle, pedestrian and public transportation projects.
ACT’s often help recommend these projects to the OTC.
5) “Local Government” programs direct funding to local governments to fund priority projects.
Statewide Housing Policy – HB 2001 Updates
Over the past 10 months, the Dept of Land Conservation & Development (DLCD) has worked
with an advisory committee and several technical committees to inform the rule making process
for implementation of House Bill 2001 (2019). That culminated in two recent rule adoptions by
the Land Conservation and Development Commission (LCDC).
First, in July LCDC adopted a new division of Oregon Administrative Rules regulating siting
and design of duplexes in cities with a population between 10,000 and 25,000. Eagle Point is
expected to have 10,000 people in the next few years. The rules include a Medium Cities Middle
Housing Model Code, which puts forward a set of siting and design standards regulating middle
housing – specifically duplexes. The rules also create a framework for other standards a city may
utilize to regulate the siting and design of duplexes. To comply with House Bill 2001 by the
statutory deadline of June 30, 2021, a Medium City may choose to adopt the Model Code or their
own standards that comply with the state’s minimum compliance standards.
Second, in August LCDC created a process by which cities may request an extension of the
deadline to adopt local codes regulating middle housing due to a water, sewer, stormwater, or
transportation infrastructure deficiency. A city may extend the timeline if there is a significant
infrastructure deficiency, or if expected by December 31, 2023, that would be exacerbated by the
development of middle housing in an area. Large and Metro Cities and Counties that wish to
apply for an extension under this process have until June 30, 2021 to do so.
Over the next few months, DLCD plans to incorporate additional requirements of House Bills
2001 and 2003 from the 2019 Legislative Session into Chapter 660 Oregon Administrative
Rules. Those rules include middle housing model code and minimum compliance standards that
will apply to Large and Metro local governments, and housing production strategy requirements
that will apply to all cities with a population above 10,000 (Eagle Point in a few years). Both of
these rules are slated for adoption by LCDC in November.
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Regional Economic Indicators
A broad takeaway from recent data collection is that the
economic recovery is progressing more slowly in the Portland
Metro area compared to other parts of the state, including
Southern Oregon. Multnomah, Washington, and Clackamas
counties are still in Phase 1 of reopening, which explains the
relative weakness of Portland Metro. The remaining areas are
all in Phase 2. A second takeaway is that the pace of improvement in all areas has either slowed
or leveled off in recent weeks. The trend has been evident in other areas of the nation as Covid19 cases have climbed; where due to renewed business closures (such as that ordered for
Umatilla County) or increased caution by individuals, we see less mobility and likely less
economic activity. More generally, mobility and engagement is not likely to return to its prepandemic levels until we have greater containment of the virus or an effective therapy or
vaccine. Until that time, some parts of the economy, in particular leisure and hospitality, can’t
yet fully recover and thus there will be a limit to the extent of the overall recovery.
Statewide Environmental Regulations
Last year, state legislation was passed to revert Oregon’s environmental protection laws to the
higher levels that had been put in place by the Feds in 2016. Now, with federal movement to
significantly cut back those regulations, our state is taking a more aggresive approach to
protecting its own natural resources.
Oregon’s law will uphold higher standards for air quality, drinking water and regulations under
the Clean Water Act. The Oregon Environmental Protection Act requires the Department of
Environmental Quality and the Health Authority to assess whether proposed changes to federal
environmental regulations are significantly less protective of public health, environment or
natural resources those in effect as of 2016. If changes offer less environmental protection, the
state agencies are required to take actions to retain the more stringent protections.
The current rollback of the Federal Clean Water Act will weaken protections and leave wetlands
more vulnerable to pollution from livestock farms, industry and urban stormwater runoff.
Federal legislation is also in the works that would weaken National Air Quality thresholds by
lowering vehicle emissions standards and eliminating an earlier Clean Power Plan, which could
mean older, higher-polluting power plants will not have to upgrade to reduce their pollution.
Even without weakened federal rules, ozone concentrations in various parts of the state have
exceeded federal standards. Particulate pollution levels have also risen here, with pollution from
wood stoves and road dust exceeding national levels in rural areas. And wildfire smoke has
caused heavy pollution in recent years. Our local Air Quality Containment Area had air rated
“unhealthy” for 24 days last summer.
But Oregon continues to work to alleviate those impacts here. For example, under state law, no
person may discharge pollutants or wastes to waters of the state in a manner that would result in
violations of state water quality standards, regardless of federal authority.
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