City of Eagle Point

Friday Letter – February 11, 2022

ADMINISTRATION – AARON PRUNTY, CITY ADMINISTRATOR
City Recorder, Cindy Hughes, CMC
Upcoming meetings
City Council – February 22nd – 6:00 p.m. – Zoom – Public access by registering in advance to
join
the
webinar:
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_qw_1AdQkSf6zvicqFnAGSQ
Council
agendas and meeting materials are posted on the city’s website by Friday before the meeting.
Note: It is anticipated that an appointment to the Council vacancy may be made at the Council
meeting on February 22nd but there are no other details at this time.
City Council – March 8th – 6:00 p.m. – Zoom – Public access by registering in advance to join
the webinar: https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_qw_1AdQkSf6zvicqFnAGSQ
Public notices
Public notice of Council and Commission vacancies: The City of Eagle Point is accepting
applications from persons interested in serving the remainder of a term on the City Council
through December 31, 2022. Applications for this position are due by February 18th at noon. In
addition, the City of Eagle Point is currently accepting applications from persons interested in
serving on the Budget Committee (3 vacancies), Neighborhood Enhancement Commission (5
vacancies for this new commission), or Planning Commission (1 vacancy).
Note: It is anticipated that an appointment to the Council vacancy may be made at the Council
meeting on February 22nd but there are no other details at this time.
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PARKS AND REC/PUBLIC WORKS
Parks and Recreation:
We have completed the Upper Park Fence Project. This was a long planned project to establish a
border fence to indicate the seperation from Little Butte Park and the private property to the
North of it. It had been delayed for a couple of years with varying budget considerations, and the
lack of fencing contractors available to complete it. Public Works decided to take it on and build
a structure we felt was more appropriate than the proposed chain link and installed a 3 wire,
barbless, wood and post fence for the 300 foot length that would not create a risk to wildlife and
a better nature park aesthetic.
We had a couple of calls to clean up after some transient camps. Most recently, we cleaned up
trash from one under the bridge at Harnish Park.
We are preparing to finish restoring the bathrooms from the vandalism they suffered last fall.
Maddie Brown and Chamberlain both need extensive repairs as a result of a rash of vandalism.
We expect to have them fully operational by summer.
We are looking into what it will take to repair the bridge at Harnish Wayside. The damage is
more than superficial, so we need to find out if it can be repaired or if it needs to be replaced, and
what replacement options are.
Regular maintenance is still being performed regularly. We are sanitizing parks equipment
weekly, and we just finished our winter fertilizing and started into seasonal pruning.
Water System:
The biggest news in water is that upon our last meter reading, which is done by radio
communications where we drive by and a computer reads the meter, over 700 meters did not
read. We mobilized the entire public works crew to read the meters by hand over two days with
another day of follow up reading. City Hall had to enter each manual read by hand into the
billing software.
It is not yet known exactly why the meters did not read. Many of the battery packs that are on the
meters are old, and we have as many on back-order. It is possible that the batteries collectively
died in the cold snap, but we are also suspecting that there may have been electronic issues with
he aged reader and the associated cables attached. We are investigating the cost and availability
of new end-points (the batteries), but for the immediate, we are replacing the reader and the
communicator cables.
It is likely that we will be manually reading meters for the next couple of billing cycles as a
result of this outage.
In other news, we are finding water leaks. We are engaging in some leak detection with our
correlator equipment, though a few leaks have just sprung up out of the ground. After that last
freeze, we have had a few to fix.
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The first was of Patricia Lane. A saddle had come undone and began to leak. This one was tricky
because there was a lot of underground utilities in the area. All these paint lines are to indicate
what utility is there and where.
In locating, blue means water, green means sewer or storm, red is electric, orange is cable,
yellow is gas, and white is the border of the area we want located.
Every time we break ground, we call 811 and request these utilities are located so we don’t hit
anything when we dig. It is the law for anyone who digs a hole, even homeowners planting trees
or installing a mailbox. Often, there is nothing to find where we need to be. In this case, there
were lots of things. We were able to avoid them all because we knew where they were.

We also had a leak on Robert Trent Jones Jr. Blvd. We had to divert traffic around it because the
main was across the street from the service. I included some of the locate marks here to show
what we look for. Within the white border mark, it says,” No nat gas, No PPL, and RVS OK,” in
their respective colors. So, there are no natural gas lines, no Pacific Power lines, and no sewer
lines in the locate area. (Below, left.)
We get good at reading marks spray painted in the grass. The blue is the location of the water
lines we are looking for. (Below, center.) The numbers are the approximate pipe depths given to
us by the locating equipment.
After we put in the new service line, we put a long copper wire along the plastic pipe to make
locating it later easier, since most locating equipment locates metal. We also lay a ribbon of blue
tape. If anyone should dig here again, it will let them know that there is a water pipe here when
they dig up that tape.
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Sometimes when we are looking for a water meter, we find that people’s landscaping has grown
up over the meter box and lid. When we encounter this, we will cut the landscaping to be able to
access what we need. We don’t like to alter anyone’s landscaping because we don’t have the
time to consider the aesthetic. Our utility accesses MUST be open and available at all times. We
encourage homeowners to maintain their landscaping with access to utilities in mind. We will be
putting something in next month’s newsletter encouraging homeowners to consider this. This is
from the Robert Trent Jones Jr. Blvd. leak. (Before and after.)

We replaced a couple of services on Osprey Drive where our locating equipment suggested we
had a leak. Locating underground leaks that are not showing on the surface is as much art as
science. Our crew actually has a much higher success rate at finding leaks with this equipment
than the national average.
They use a system of electronics and sound that connect to a water line and triangulate the sound
of an underground leak to pinpoint its location. These invisible leaks are the cause of most of the
city’s water loss. Finding them saves both money and treated water.
They aren’t necessarily listening to the sound of the leak though, but an electronic representation
of the leak. The operator must learn to differentiate between the sound of a leak, an echo caused
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by traffic, interference from other electronic devices, sounds influenced by irrigations systems,
even two leaks that are echoing each other. It is a lot like tuning a musical instrument while you
are playing it.

Streets:
We had to replace a couple of signs. We had some tagging on a stop sign that was replaced and a
crosswalk sign that was struck by a vehicle. Images are before and after.

We are starting on tree trimming. The weather has caused trees to bud early, so we are targeting
trees that are nuisance first, such as ones leaning into the right-of-way or blocking signs, then we
will be following up on street trees.
The sweeper is out as often as we can have it out. We operate one sweeper, and it travels at about
5 mph and has to empty after it sweeps about 3 cubic yards of material, so it take time to sweep
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the whole city. It takes about an hour to thoroughly clean it too, and that machine does not allow
for short cuts.
There was a stretch of road on DeAnjou Avenue that was developing a sinkhole. We removed
the broken asphalt and found that there was very little subsidence and that it was likely caused by
asphalt laid too cold and failing to adhere to the lower surface. We dug it up, fixed the soft spot,
compacted it and it is scheduled for an asphalt repair in the near future.

Storm:
After the bomb cyclone that struck us a few weeks ago, we had a nice accumulation of snow in
the hills. Then it started raining and the temperature rose. We took precautions against possible
flooding that may have resulted from a sudden release from the snowpack. We did see our
system fill up, but not close to flooding, and it lent us some observations about how our storm
system is working.
We are developing a more comprehensive map of our storm system with and developing some
response protocols for high water. We are prepared with an emergency contingent of sandbags as
a part of our community emergency management system.
Miscellaneous:
Public Works Lead Darron Kinyon took over the completion of an ISO Water Survey. In short,
this is a survey of the functionality of the fire hydrants in the area and is used in the
establishment of insurance rates for property. It required improvements to our mapping of the
city fire hydrants as well as our hydrant repair and maintenance programs. It was a big project
done in coordination with Fire District #3 and Darren’s drive and efficiency taking on this selfdirected project and completing it in such a short time was amazing.
We are hanging the last of the Veteran’s banners we have room for. Soon there will be one or
two on every available decorative city light pole. This has been a hugely popular project.
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We are continuing practice on the CDL script. It is tedious and requires much to be committed
to memory. Standards are high and we will test when everyone feels they are up to that standard.
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DEVELOPMENT SERVICES – MIKE UPSTON, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
CURRENT LAND DEVELOPMENT

The most active land
development projects
are identified here,
with updates on the
pages that follow.
Construction of homes
within the East Barton
Subdivision and along
the west segment of
Arrowhead Trail in
Phase 16 of the Golf
Community continues.
Construction of the
first couple of homes within the Mt Pitt Subdivision at Alta Vista Dr & Hidden Valley Rd is also
underway as heavy equipment prepares the rest of the project site for additional home sites.
Meanwhile, the last three townhomes to be built in the Poppy Village neighborhood across the
street are nearing completion. Closer to the town center, construction of the last five
Cottonwood Drive homes is well along its way.
Meanwhile, we’re now awaiting permit plans for development of Barton Hills Townhomes and
Golf Community Phases 11, 15, 17 & 18. We’re also standing by for building permit
applications to construct more lodging and amenities within the core commercial area of the golf
resort, and have just received another Planning Application for additional lodging along with
new golf resort-oriented homes on the semi-vacant Alta Vista property.
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On-going work includes tracking housing and population growth, participating with the Rogue
Valley Metropolitan Planning Organization on regional land use & transportation matters,
coordinating with our regional partners, interfacing with state and federal agencies on a variety
of land use matters, interacting with and supporting other city departments, providing staff
support to the City Council and Planning Commission, fielding public inquiries on land use
regulations, property development, and a variety of community issues that come up daily.
North Barton Subdivision

Nearing Completion

Home construction nears completion as the last few duplex buildings are going up. The
foreground in the first photo below shows two of the duplexes completed last year, with another
under construction in the background on the other side of the stormwater detention pond. Also
in the foreground at left is the pond’s drainage canal which outflows into a large pipe that runs
under the road, after which the canal daylights and continues south through the future Highlands
Park property and further south through town until it joins Little Butte Creek on its journey to
connect with the Rogue River and out to its destination at the Oregon coast in Gold Beach.
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East Barton Subdivision

Phase 1 in Progress

As the North Barton Subdivision wraps up, home construction will
be heating up in the first of two phases within the adjacent East
Barton Subdivision. Once both phases are finished, there will be 22
detached single-family homes in this new neighborhood that will knit
the North Barton Subdivision and the Shelter View Meadows
neighborhood together along the extended Nottingham Terrace and
Sheffield Drive. Progress photos below.

Looking west from
the existing
neighborhood
along Nottingham
Drive toward early
construction in the
East Barton
Subdivision.
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Eagle Point Golf Community

Phase 16 - Home Construction Continues
Updated photos are provided below as phases 16A & B of the golf community progresses.
Home permitting and construction continues along the extended Arrowhead Trail roadway, as
well as along looping Woodlands Drive.
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Phases 11, 15, 17 & 18 – Pending Civil Engineering & Infrastructure
The 30 acre project site surrounded by earlier-built phases of the Eagle Point Golf Community
Subdivision Master Plan is now gearing up. With recent land use approvals, we are now waiting
for the civil engineering drawings and construction of the public infrastructure required prior to
issuance of permits for future homes, which will happen incrementally within the four phases.

Barton Hills Townhomes

Phases 11, 15, 17 & 18 – Pending Civil
Engineering & Infrastructure
The 1.62 acre undeveloped project site has
been approved for development of a townhome
community. The property will be divided into
18 lots accessed at the end of Bailee Way via
Barton Road, Northview Drive and Win Way
as shown on the next page.
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Cottonwood Subdivision, Phase 2

Under Construction

All five homes are now under
various stages of construction
in this long-awaited completion
of the Cottonwood
neighborhood initially built in
2006.
The photos on the next page
show the foundation, framing,
sheathing and weather-proofing
fabric, with siding, windows
and roofing on the first few
homes, all of which have been
going up quickly.
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Poppy Village

Under Construction
24 years after the Poppy Village
residential/commercial mixed-use
community was approved by the City,
the last three townhomes are finally
nearing completion. This project,
approved in 1997, had been roughly
80% complete when the Great
Recession hit in 2008+.
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Construction slowed way down over the following couple of years and then stopped altogether.
Over the past 10 years, the remaining portions of it have been filled in incrementally, and now
we finally have the last piece being completed.

Mt Pitt Subdivision Under Construction
The first couple of homes are under construction and the builder anticipates starting on the
remaining homes during this year. Before that happens, site prep still needs to be completed, as
can be seen in the photo below. If their schedule goes according to plan, this new neighborhood
will be complete by the end of this year or early next year.
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Cottonwood Subdivision

Under Construction

All five homes in this
second and final phase of
the Cottonwood
Subdivision are nearing
completion, as can be
seen in the recently-taken
photo at right.
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343 North Deanjou

Waiting Planning Application
We have been in
preliminary
discussions with
the property
owner about a
pending Planning
Application to
subdivide this tax
lot into home
sites for future
single family
attached and
detached homes.
The property is zoned R-2 Multifamily Low Density, allowing for both housing types mentioned.
The view in this photo is north from Crystal Drive, which intersects with Highway 62 to the left
just outside the image.
Changes at Oak Point & Alta Vista (Final Posting)
Home construction is
nearly complete on this
tax lot through which
Oak Point Drive had
connected to Alta Vista
on a temporary basis,
as approved with Phase
1 of the Emerald View
Subdivision.
A condition of that
project’s approval was
that when Phase 2
commenced, this
secondary access point
would have to be
closed off, allowing for
a home to be built here
and for all of the homes
in this neighborhood to
come in and out at
Echo Way to the south
via Hidden Valley Dr.
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Eagle Point Golf Resort Expansion

Waiting Building Permit Applications
We are awaiting building permit applications for expansion in the golf resort’s core commercial
service area with 14 additional lodging units, a check-in office, meeting space, expanded laundry
facility and site & landscape improvements throughout the project area.
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Additional Golf Resort Lodging & Housing

Planning Application Received

We have just received another Planning Application for additional lodging along with new golf
resort-oriented homes on the semi-vacant Alta Vista property. Review has just commenced and
we expect to have a recommendation on the project at the Planning Commission’s May meeting.
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REGIONAL PLANNING
Rogue Valley Metropolitan Planning Organization (RVMPO)
The following was discussed at the February Technical Advisory Committee
(TAC) meeting:
Project Application and Selection Process - The TAC continued discussions
regarding the amended project application and selection process as it looks
ahead to the next competitive project funding cycle. As directed by the Policy
Committee, the TAC is looking closer into whether the scoring criteria places enough emphasis on
pedestrian, bicycle and transit facilities.
- END –
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