City of Eagle Point

Friday Letter – March 11, 2022

ADMINISTRATION – AARON PRUNTY, CITY ADMINISTRATOR
City Recorder, Cindy Hughes, CMC
Upcoming meetings
City Council – March 22nd – 6:00 p.m. – City Hall – additional meeting details to be announced.
Public notices
Public notice of commission vacancies: The City of Eagle Point is currently accepting
applications from persons interested in serving on the Budget Committee (4 vacancies), or
Planning Commission (1 vacancy). Applicants must currently reside within the city limits of
Eagle Point and have resided in the city for at least one full year. Additional details and
applications may be obtained online at www.cityofeaglepoint.org or picked up at Eagle Point
City Hall, 17 Buchanan Avenue South, Eagle Point, Oregon. If there are questions, please
contact Cindy Hughes, City Recorder, at 541-826-4212 ext. 106.
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PARKS AND REC/PUBLIC WORKS
Parks and Recreation:
We have ordered the parts to repair the bathrooms from the vandalism they suffered last fall.
They are expected to be here by next week. Maddie Brown and Chamberlain both need extensive
repairs as a result of a rash of vandalism. We expect to have them fully operational soon.
We are working to repair the bridge at Harnish Wayside. We have had a rash of water repairs, so
it has taken longer than we expected.
Regular maintenance is still being performed. We are sanitizing park equipment weekly, and we
just finished our winter fertilizing and started seasonal pruning.
Greenway Spray has completed the application of pre-emergent weed control. They are terrific
at applying target specific pesticides so that we don’t kill off desirable plants such as butterfly
bushes and milkweed.
We are getting our greenhouse operational where we will be trying to grow a selection of flowers
for city beautification. We should be planting this week.
Water System:
The big water leak we tackled was on Patricia Lane. Water from this leak was showing up as far
away as Pumpkin Ridge. Crews identified the leak using our peak detection equipment and
found a copper line had been eaten away. They replaced the service and services for the three
neighboring properties while we had the street open. (First image is the wet pavement that
indicated a leak. It didn’t look very big, but leak detection indicated otherwise.)

The explanation for this copper degradation leans toward electrolysis. It could be a batch of
poorly made copper pipe, but we run into electrolysis fairly regularly. Round holes in otherwise
good pipe is a good indicator.
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What causes electrolysys is that our houses are grounded, often with an attached metal rod stuck
into the ground where spare electrical current from everything from hairdryers to vacuums is
discharged harmlessly into the ground. This, by the way, is why those ground plugs on your
appliances are so important. We are not talking about a lot of electricity, nothing you would even
notice if you were to be digging in your garden near the rod.
Copper is an exellent conductor of electricity, so it picks up that stray electricity, which leads to
premature decay of the line. Sometimes, it is the connection of a locate line to the pipe, and
sometimes it is just metalic rocks in the soil touching the copper pipe.
It is hard to know what pipes will be degraded by electrolysis and which ones won’t. There are
various methods for dealing with it. Our chosen method is to replace the leaking lines with PEX
pipe (Blue), which is a kind of durable, flexible, plastic pipe. This pipe is not susceptible to
electrolysis.
The problem with electrolysis is not really new, but has become much more common as society
has become more plugged in. It was not recognized or nearly as common back when copper
water services were the standard.
In other news, during an inspection of the reservoirs, we were told that the vent dome on top of
the 3.6 MG reservoir; the one that stands above Hillside Elementary School, was defective and
needed to be replaced. They can wear out over time, and the case of this one was that the screens
were no longer adequate to keep out vermin. We bought a new one and, with the help of a rented
telehandler, were able to put it on top of the reservoir and remove the old one. It isn’t heavy, but
it is big and bulky and you don’t want to damage them even a little bit. These have to be critter
tight and able to withstand years of weather. They also need to be vandal-proof, so crews had to
do some creative assembly to ensure a lifetime of service.

Streets:
Tree trimming has begun. We are tackling some larger projects before we begin to work on our
normal street tree and parks tree trimmings. These projects are ones a little more time
consuming than the average drive by trimming. We had a request by Rogue Valley Sewer
Services to trim a tree that was obstructing their access to the pump station at Harnish Wayside.
We also had a request from Southern Oregon Sanitation to trim some trees on Buchanan that
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were striking the roof of their trucks. They were also hanging over in a precarious way, so we
really took them back off the street.
The big one that we undertook was a tree of some historical significance on North Buchanan.
This old pine needed to be taken up to appropriate height. We took our time with this one
because it is rumored to be the oldest living specimen of this type of tree in Southern Oregon.

Museum:
The guest speaker series started Saturday, March 12, 2022, with Tom Smith presenting Native
American Artifacts, Symbols, and Traditions. It is the first of 5 currently scheduled events.
There were 25 attendees at this event, and we hope to see interest expand as we progress through
the summer.
The next offering will be Saturday, April 9, 2022, at the Eagle Point Museum and will be a
presentation from Oregon Black Pioneers with Oregon Black Pioneers Board member Troy Tate.
We hope to see even more people attend this event!
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Miscellaneous:
The Public Works Operations Supervisor passed his Cross-Connections class.
We installed some permanent barricade structures on the end of Westbrook Way.
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DEVELOPMENT SERVICES – MIKE UPSTON, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
CURRENT LAND DEVELOPMENT

The most active land
development projects
are identified here,
with updates on the
pages that follow.
Construction of homes
within the East Barton
Subdivision and along
the west segment of
Arrowhead Trail in
Phase 16 of the Golf
Community continues.
Construction of the
first couple of homes within the Mt Pitt Subdivision at Alta Vista Dr & Hidden Valley Rd is also
underway as heavy equipment is now completing the rest of the project area for additional home
sites. Meanwhile, the last three townhomes to be built in the Poppy Village neighborhood across
the street are nearing completion. Closer to the town center, construction of the last five
Cottonwood Drive homes is also nearing completion. Meanwhile, we await civil engineering
plans for development of Barton Hills Townhomes and Golf Community Phases 11, 15, 17 & 18.
We’re also standing by for building permit applications to construct more lodging and amenities
within the core commercial area of the golf resort. In addition, we’re in the early stages of
review on another Planning Application for additional lodging along with new golf resort-
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oriented homes on the semi-vacant Alta Vista property, and we expect a Planning Application
soon for a small subdivision northeast of Crystal Drive & Hwy 62.
On-going work includes tracking housing and population growth, participating with the Rogue
Valley Metropolitan Planning Organization on regional land use & transportation matters,
coordinating with our regional partners, interfacing with state and federal agencies on a variety
of land use matters, interacting with and supporting other city departments, providing staff
support to the City Council and Planning Commission, fielding public inquiries on land use
regulations, property development, and a variety of community issues that come up daily.
East Barton Subdivision

Phase 1 in Progress

As the North Barton Subdivision wraps up, home construction is
heating up in the first of two phases within the adjacent East Barton
Subdivision. Once both phases are finished, there will be 22
detached single-family homes in this new neighborhood that will knit
the North Barton Subdivision and the Shelter View Meadows
neighborhood together along the extended Nottingham Terrace and
Sheffield Drive. Progress photos below.
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Eagle Point Golf Community

Phase 16 - Home Construction Continues
Phases 16A & B of the golf community is progressing at a quick pace, with home permitting and
construction along the extended Arrowhead Trail roadway and looping Woodlands Drive.
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Phases 11, 15, 17 & 18 – Pending Civil Engineering & Infrastructure
The 30 acre project
site surrounded by
earlier-built phases
of the Eagle Point
Golf Community
Subdivision Master
Plan is now gearing
up. With recent land
use approvals, we are
now waiting for the
civil engineering
drawings and
construction of the
public infrastructure
required prior to
issuance of permits
for future homes,
which will happen
incrementally within
the four phases.

Barton Hills Townhomes

Phases 11, 15, 17 & 18 –
Pending Civil
Engineering &
Infrastructure
The 1.62 acre undeveloped
project site has been
approved for development of
a townhome community.
The property will be divided
into 18 lots accessed at the
end of Bailee Way via
Barton Road, Northview
Drive and Win Way.
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Cottonwood Subdivision, Phase 2 - Construction Nearing Completion
All five homes are now
nearing completion in
this second/final phase
of the Cottonwood
Subdivision, which was
originally approved
many years ago but not
completed until now.
Occupancy is expected
this summer.
Poppy Village - Under Construction
24 years after the Poppy Village residential/ commercial mixed-use community was approved by
the City, the last three townhomes are finally nearing completion. This project, approved in
1997, had been roughly 80% complete when the Great Recession hit in 2008+. Construction
slowed way down over the following couple of years and then stopped altogether. Over the past
10 years, the remaining portions of it have
been filled in incrementally, and now we
finally have completion.
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Mt Pitt Subdivision

Under Construction
The first couple of homes are under construction and the builder anticipates starting on the
remaining homes during this year. Before that happens, site prep still needs to be completed, as
can be seen in the photo below.
If their schedule goes according to plan, this new neighborhood will be complete by the end of
this year or early next year.
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343 North Deanjou

In Review

We are now
reviewing the
Planning Application
to subdivide the tax
lot shown in the
photo below into
home sites for future
single family
attached and
detached homes.
The property is
zoned R-2
Multifamily Low
Density, allowing for
both housing types.
The view in the
photo is north from
Crystal Drive, which
intersects with
Highway 62 to the
left just outside the
image.
The exisitng home
will be removed to
make way to the new
homes.
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Eagle Point Golf Resort Expansion

Waiting Building Permit Applications
We are awaiting building permit applications for expansion in the golf resort’s core commercial
service area with 14 additional lodging units, a check-in office, meeting space, expanded laundry
facility and site & landscape improvements throughout the project area.
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Additional Golf Resort Lodging & Housing

Planning Application Received

We have just received another Planning Application for additional lodging along with new golf
resort-oriented homes on the semi-vacant Alta Vista property. Review has just commenced and
we expect to have a recommendation on the project at the Planning Commission’s May meeting.
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Photos of the Golf Resort Lodging & Housing Project Site
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REGIONAL PLANNING
Rogue Valley Metropolitan Planning Organization (RVMPO)
Project Application and Selection Process: The TAC continues discussions
regarding the amended project application and selection process as it looks
ahead to the next competitive project funding cycle. As directed by the Policy
Committee, the TAC is looking closer into whether the scoring criteria places
enough emphasis on pedestrian, bicycle and transit facilities.
STATEWIDE PLANNING
Climate-Friendly and Equitable Communities Mandate
Over the past month, staff at the Department of Land Conservation & Development (DLCD)
have been engaging the City of Eagle Point along with our neighboring Rogue Valley cities in
the first steps toward developing a plan for implementing state-mandated Climate-Friendly and
Equitable Communities rules.
Background
In early 2020, the Governor issued Executive Order 20-04 directing state agencies to reduce
climate pollution. In response, the Land Conservation and Development Commission (LCDC) is
updating Oregon's Transportation Planning Rules, Housing Rules and Greenhouse Gas
Reduction Rules. Those updates are focused on strengthening Oregon's rules about transportation
and housing planning in eight urban areas: Albany, Bend, Corvallis, Eugene/Springfield, Grants
Pass, Medford/Ashland, Portland Metro, and Salem/Keizer. The purpose is to meet climate
pollution reduction goals while increasing housing choice and creating more equitable outcomes
for community members within these urban areas. The City of Eagle Point is included within the
Medford/Ashland urban area.
A “Climate-Friendly” area is an area where residents, workers, and visitors can meet most of
their daily needs without having to drive. They are urban mixed-use areas that contain a greater
mix/supply of housing, jobs, businesses, and services. These areas are served by pedestrian,
bicycle, and transit infrastructure to provide frequent, comfortable and convenient connections to
key destinations within the city and region.
According to DLCD, reducing driving is one of the most effective ways to reduce pollution.
The Climate-Friendly and Equitable Communities initiative aims to help reduce the number and
length of driving trips by bringing land uses closer together, increasing the walkability of the
built environment, and mixing land uses with the belief that this results in giving people more
choices to take public transit, bike, or walk to get around.
To meet Oregon’s climate pollution reduction goals, LCDC believes that state rules and local
land use and transportation plans will have to change significantly. They believe that:
• Most new development will need to be in neighborhoods where shopping, employment, parks
and housing are in closer proximity. These include city and town centers, neighborhoods close to
centers and services, and along corridors with good transit service;
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• Public investments in transportation need to be shifted toward increasing transportation options
which make walking, cycling, and transit safer and more convenient;
• Plans for our transportation systems need to be focused less on ensuring motor vehicle
mobility, and more on providing people with access to services and destinations, and that;
• Statewide policies need to ensure the needs of everyone, including historically marginalized
populations, are met in an equitable and inclusive way.
The Climate-Friendly and Equitable Communities mandate requires cities with a population over
5,000 within the seven metropolitan areas outside of Portland Metro to adopt regulations
allowing walkable mixed-use development in defined areas within urban growth boundaries.
Areas will be sized to accommodate a portion of the community’s housing, jobs, and services.
Local governments will determine where these areas will be located, but many will likely be in
existing downtowns that allow for mixed uses and higher densities. Associated requirements
will ensure high quality pedestrian, bicycle, and transit infrastructure is available within these
areas to provide convenient transportation options.
The rules provide a process for local governments to first designate climate friendly areas, then
later to adopt development standards for those areas. The rules then provide minimum
requirements for climate friendly areas, with a set of clear and objective standards to be adopted,
and then cities will monitor housing production within these areas over time and develop
strategies to facilitate desired development.
Next Steps
This project will implement the rule requirements in OAR 660-012-0315 (4), which require local
governments to submit a study to identify potential Climate-Friendly and Equitable Areas
(CFA’s) by June 30, 2023. A scope of work has been developed by DLCD which describes
activities and deliverables that the Rogue Valley Council of Governments and member cities
(including Eagle Point) will complete. A public involvement consultant will be provided, along
with a community engagement guide, a Climate-Friendly Area Designation Methods Guide, an
Anti-Displacement Map layer for the region’s geographic information system, and an AntiDisplacement and Gentrification Toolkit for use in completing the project.
This graphic illustrates the CFA designation study tasks that lie ahead:

And here’s an outline of the work schedule:
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