FRIDAY LETTER
JANUARY 23, 2015

ADMINISTRATION
City Recorder
At the City Council meeting of January 27th, the Council will deliberate advertising at the Rogue
Valley International Airport, storage and parking regulations for recreational vehicles, and
authorizing contract awards to renovate the City Hall Lobby and Vestibule.
Upcoming Meetings:
City Council – January 27 – 7:00 p.m. – City Hall
Economic Development Commission – February 2 – 6:00 p.m. – City Hall
City Council – February 10 – 7:00 p.m. – City Hall
Parks and Recreation Commission – February 23 – 7:00 p.m. – City Hall
City Council – February 24 – 7:00 p.m. – City Hall
PUBLIC NOTICE OF VACANCIES: The City of Eagle Point is currently accepting
applications for persons interested in serving on the Budget Committee, Economic Development
Commission, Parks and Recreation Commission, or Planning Commission. Applications may be
obtained online at www.cityofeaglepoint.org or picked up at Eagle Point City Hall, 17 Buchanan
Avenue South, Eagle Point, Oregon.
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PARKS AND RECREATION
Parks and Recreation Commission
Beginning in February 2015, the Parks and Recreation Commission meetings have changed to
the 4th Monday of the month at 7:00 p.m. as needed. The next meeting of the commission will
be held February 23, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in City Council Chambers. Agenda and packet
information is distributed to commissioners and available on the City website the Friday prior to
the meeting. Check the Parks and Recreation Commission page of the city website for up to
date meeting packets, agendas, minutes, and to find out the new and exciting things in the works
for Eagle Point.
Parks
Park Maintenance continued with leaf removal at all parks and clean up at Centennial Plaza. The
open vents were covered at Harnish Visitor’s Center to conserve heat. Thank you to Eagle Point
Hardware for a donated display rack at Harnish. Potholes were repaired at Community Park
Drive, the access into the Little Butte Park.

PUBLIC WORKS
Construction Projects
Lucas Park - Lucas Park construction contracts are near completion. Central Pipeline
completed pouring foundations, and installing all but two of the parking lot lights. Clean up
work began. Mountain View Landscape completed installing the irrigation, valves, and wiring
for the landscape and future connections to the lawn irrigation. Plantings continued.
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RVSS – Tracy Sewer Project. The contractor completed the new sewer line on Comice, Tracy,
and the Laurel Street cul de sac. Sewer replacement on De Anjou will complete the project,
scheduled for February of 2015, weather permitting. For more information on the Tracy Sewer
Project, please contact Rogue Valley Sewer Services at (541) 664-6300.
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De Anjou Avenue during Construction

4

Water System
Public Works repaired 1 water leak over the past 2 weeks. Several utility locates were
performed for residential and construction projects. Water meters were read for February billing,
and monthly water samples taken.
Staff is awaiting approval of the Environmental Report from USDA – Rural Development. Staff
continues to meet with several engineering firms, in anticipation of the upcoming publication of
the Request for Qualifications for the engineering services (design and construction
administration) of the USDA project.
Streets
Public Works installed 4” rock in the ditch on East Main Street. Shoulder backing, using the
asphalt grindings from the paving project, were placed at Odell, Paxon, Rodale, and Tabor by
Public Works. Additional grading was completed at St. Thomas Lane, and the Main Street Alley
(north of Platt behind the barbed wire). Streetsweeping was completed for both weeks, with
repairs and maintenance completed to the sweeper by Public Works. Public Works began
additional cleanup of the Highway 62 planter area. A project is planned in cooperation with
Planning for landscape improvements to the planter area in front of Harnish. A new crosswalk
was placed across Eagle Point Drive.
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Completed Rodale Drive

Capital Projects
Main Street Lighting Phase II
Draft plans continue to be developed for the Main Street Lighting Phase II project.
South Shasta Path and Widening
Three options have been developed by RH2 for the South Shasta path from Alta Vista to Nita
Way. Options will be presented to the City Council at an upcoming meeting.
Development
Public Works continued coordination for all future phases of Sienna Hills (Phase IV)
subdivision.
Coordination and plan review also continued for the expansion at the Eagle Point National
Cemetery adjacent to the City’ 4.0 MG tank site.
Options for the Little Butte Park entrance were investigated as part of potential development near
Onyx Street and N. Shasta.

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
Economic Development Commission
At their January 2015 meeting, the Commission discussed the Economic Development Strategy’s
Action Item 5.B, which is about marketing Eagle Point as a desirable and livable community.
The Commission’s discusion was a followed up on a conversation they’d begun in early 2014
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about promoting Eagle Point at the Rogue Valley-Medford Airport. Commissioner Grossman
had contacted the airport and requested that the City be added to their waiting list for advertising
spots. At the end of 2014 the City was informed that space was available within the terminal. In
January 2015 the City Council directed staff to begin the process of having a sign designed to
promote Eagle Point as a livable community and nice place to visit, and to stay in contact with
the airport so that the City would be prepared when a favorable rental contract is presented.
Map Updates
Spurred by recent land use designation changes and our evolving street network, the City’s
comprehensive plan, zoning, and street maps are being updated. Modifications will show the
new R-1-12 (Single Family Residential) land use designation at the formerly RF (Residential
Farm) property on Radar Ridge, confirm existing undeveloped commercial designations, verify
city limit and urban growth boundary lines, and update street configurations and names.
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Landscape Improvements Planned for
Highway 62 @ Harnish Wayside
The City is currently developing a plan for
making some landscape improvements along
the stretch of Highway 62 adjacent to the
Harnish Wayside Park & Visitors Center. This
“pilot project” would extend from the north end
of the highway bridge over Little Butte Creek to
the intersection at Old Highway 62. Soils will
be improved, irrigation installed, and new trees,
shrubs and groundcovers planted to replace the
declining rosemary and bare areas. Existing
condition below and improvement plan to right.

Planning for Better Housing: Aging in Place
As we continue to see a demographic shift toward an aging population, discussions become ever
more engaged about how to best provide for the living needs of older people in our community.
Because this trend is a nationwide occurrence (1 in 3 Americans are now over
50), primarily as a final stage of the baby boom generation, the aging in place
conversation is happening all over the country. In our part of Southern
Oregon, where nearly half of the population is over 50, the discussion is being
led by the Rogue Valley Council of Governments (RVCOG), with support
from the American Association of Retired Persons (AARP), which calls this
“Lifelong Housing.”
The availability of accessible homes has been an emerging issue. In 2009, RVCOG brought the
valley’s housing challenges to AARP’s attention and presented the idea of a home certification
system. A partnership was formed and work began to develop the Lifelong Housing program,
with the core purpose being to increase the age friendliness of homes through the incorporation
of specific design features.
As we look at the merits of this program, one of the first questions we’re asking ourselves is
whether our region’s jurisdictions are open to encouraging the development community to take
advantage of this program. In a 2012 survey by AARP, 85% of southern Oregon residents age
50 and older said they want to remain in their current home for as long as possible. However, the
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study also revealed that affordable housing and the availability of age- and accessibility-friendly
housing are the two biggest weaknesses for the area’s overall livability.
The Rogue Valley is positioning itself to get ahead of the game, being the first in the country to
have a Lifelong Housing program up and running. The program became available for public use
in 2013, and the first certifications were issued in 2014. Given the growing nationwide market
demand for accommodating older folks, we could see a competitive advantage in the near future
in offering as much of this type of housing stock as possible.
If you find this interesting, read on for more about the program:
Lifelong Housing Certification
This is a voluntary evaluation program which provides a way to assess the "age-friendliness" and
accessibility of both newly constructed and existing homes. Developed by RVCOG in
collaboration with AARP Oregon, the program includes a comprehensive checklist of features
and defines levels of certification based on various universal design standards. The certification
is appropriate for all new or older housing of any type (apartments, single family homes, etc) and
is intended to help people choose the desired level of accessibility in buying, selling or
modifying homes.
Stakeholders & Target Audience
The program's local and statewide committees include participation from AARP, RVCOG and
other aging and disability agencies including builders, realtors, home inspectors, architects,
Certified Aging-in-Place Specialists (CAPS), home builder and real estate associations,
independent living centers, local nonprofits, aging advocates and consumers with disabilities.
Program Benefits
The Lifelong Housing Certification Project offers value to consumers regardless of their age,
income and ability as well as to the housing industry. By establishing a standard way of
identifying lifelong homes in the marketplace, homebuyers are better able to look at homes that
will be suitable for their needs. The program provides homeowners looking to remain in their
home with guidance on how to make modifications that will result in the home being livable for
a lifetime. The certification also provides realtors with standardized knowledge and a tool to aid
as an additional sales feature, and it provides architects, builders, remodelers and appraisers with
a standardized tool to use when working with consumers who are considering buying, building
or modifying a home for lifelong livability.
Program Standards
Level 1 certification means the home contains the mandatory features that are needed in order for
a home to be visitable by all guests. For instance, that means a person using a mobility device
such as a wheelchair can easily navigate the main entertainment area and bathroom.
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Level 2 certification means a home is fully accessible and includes mandatory and optional
features that make the home’s central living area accessible for lifelong living. It ensures that a
person using a mobility device can perform all personal and housekeeping functions.
Level 3, the highest certification, is given to homes with enhanced accessibility, which means the
home includes the features required by the previous levels and has been customized for
personalized accessibility. For example, the specific enhancements may include smart
technologies or features that meet the needs of visually or hearing impaired residents.
The Step-by-Step Process
1. The homeowner or builder interested in certifying a home contacts RVCOG for a list of
independent Lifelong Housing Certification inspectors and selects an inspector to hire. After the
inspection is complete, the homeowner pays the inspector for the evaluation (about $150) and
certification (about $35).
2. The inspector provides the completed Lifelong Housing evaluation checklist and certification
fee to RVCOG, which issues a certificate to the homeowner and adds the home to its database.
3. The homeowner or builder provides a copy of the certificate and checklist to potential buyers.
The certification may also be indicated on the local Multiple Listing Service in order to flag the
home as being a "Lifelong Home" and alert potential buyers to ask the home seller or real estate
agent for information regarding the home’s certification level.
Building and Development
Weekly Report:
January 9-22, 2015 we received 18 new permit applications, issued 5 permits and worked on 76
additional permits. Issued permits include:
 1 electrical permit
 2 mechanical permits
 1 plumbing permit
 1 sign permit
Permits currently in review, or ready to be issued include several single family dwelling permits,
mechanical permits, electrical permits, plumbing permits, a non-residential remodel permit, and
a tenant improvement permit. Staff has been busy with permit processing, property inquiries,
and other customer service.
Planning Commission
The Planning Commission will not hold a meeting in February. The next commission meeting
date will be announced by staff. Check the Planning Commission page of the city website for up
to date meeting packets, agendas, and minutes.

10

